will pour out my spirit and they shall see ....
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Tiree Ships

| saw three ships come sailing in | like all these different answers, all at once. We
On Christmas day in the morning. know that on Christmas morning, something
extraordinary came into our world through the Christ
Child. This moment, with Easter morning, are the
pivot of creation and human history. Everything turns
on this. In the Babe of Bethlehem we receive access
to all of God’'s goodness. Through Christ's birth
human life is perfected - the generations of Adam are
sanctified. The glad tidings are for all peoples of the
! earth - for the families of the east and the tribes ®f th
west. On Christmas morning, God gives the gift of
himself; received by faith, anticipated by hope, and
" lived out in love.
The three shipsrepresent the fullness and the

And what was in those ships all three,
On Christmas day in the morning?

1. Joseph and his lady. mystery of the incarnation. We don’t know yet all the
2. Jesu, Mary and Joseph they bare. blessings of God which have come and will gene

3. Mary mild and Christ were there. sailing in to our lives. The ships come bearing the
4. Our Savior Christ and his lady. uncountable treasures of God and promise to carry us

Some say theéhree shipsbear the holy family, N0 His very presence. | recall an ancient Celtic
Joseph, Mary & Jesus to Bethlehem - but ChriBfayer:

wasn’'t born until Bethlehem and they certainly didn’t Three wishes | ask of the King
travel by ship. Some speculate that theee ships when | part from my body:
represent the three wise men, the Magi from the east, may | have nothing to confess,
who journeyed on camels - so callstips of the may | have no enemy,
desert.We do know that Matthew recounts that the may | own nothing!

Magi returned home bwnother way(Matt. 2:12).
Very ancient traditions tell us that the wise men cam
on camels (or horses) and went home by ship. Ot
ancient legends claim that theree shipscarried the

Let this be my prayer for you in this New Year.
ay you be at peace with God and self - and so have
nothing to confess. May you be at peace in your

three Marys(see John 19:25) to the south of Francfé‘m”y' ne_ighb(luhood an(l:)I with all you meet - having

with the holy grail after Christ's resurrection.nqhenﬁmr:es' I ay you be at ?elace

Couldn’t they have just used one ship? - or didn ith all the alluring appetites of t

they get along? world - having no at'gachments
Still other commentators see tthgee shipsas separate you from Christ. May the

symbolic of the Trinity, the triune nature of GOdtherggesrggzggmgeZi”eini% itrr'fg ﬁgr?f
Father, Son & Holy Spirit. My wife, Pat, suggestﬁ.Ie Prince of Peace. Jesus Christ. «

that thethree shipsrepresent the Pauline triad o
spiritual gifts;faith, hope & love(1 Cor. 13:13). # %
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Greensburg District
2006 Helpshops

January 28 8:00 am — 3:15 pm
Faith UMC in Delmont
Keynote Speaker Rev. LaMar Carlson
“My Heroes Have Always Been Shakers”

MORING SESSIONS
1. Stewardship For a New Day
Rev. La Mar Carlson, Washington D.S.
. The Role of Music in our Worship
Rev Dr. William D. Schmeling
. Developing a Ministry of Presence
Nancy Denardo
. Natural Church Development
Rev. Sharon Schwab
. Listening to God’s People Praying
Rev. John Jeffries
. Survivor: Youth Ministry
Renaye Hofman
. Covenant Discipleship Groups
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Hecht
. Building Shared Ministry
Rev. Bill Kemp

. Changes in the 2004 Book of Discipline
Rev. Richard Markle

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

10. Enhancing Worship Experiences
11. Is Your Financial House in Order?

Edie Harris
12. Bricks, Mortar and Trustees

Bill Jacka
13. Creating a Hopeful Future For Your
Small Church Rev. Bill Kemp
14. Let The Children Come

Rev. Debra Rogosky
15. Racial Inclusiveness

Rev. William Meekins
16. Natural Church Development

Rev. Sharon Schwab
17. Ask the DS Rev. Richard Markle

Event Schedule
8:00 - 8:30 Registration/Cokesbury Display open
8:30 - 9:30 Plenary/Keynote Speaker
9:30 - 10:00 Break/Cokesbury
10:00 — 12 noon Morning Helpshop Sessions
Noon —1:00  Lunch/Cokesbury
1:00 — 3:00 Afternoon Sessions
3:00 - 3:15 Closing
Informational brochures and registration
forms are available at the Welcome Center.

Registration Deadline, Jan. 21.

© o0 N oo o A~ w N

Greensburg District
School for Lay Ministry

March 5,12,19,26 & April 2
First UM Church of Greensburg

COURSE OFFERINGS for 2006
1. Discovering Spiritual Gifts
John Seth & Chris Livermore
2. Growing Spiritually Through
Daily Disciplines Bruce Mould
3. Interpret Our UM Hertiage
Janet Lord
4. Lead Bible Study
Richard Markle
5. Basic Course
Rhea Summit or Gary Pennington

6. Let’'s Preach
Becky & Eddie Patterson

REQUIREMENTS

# $
$ %
$
& $
! (
) *
REGISTRATION
+ , $- &
. /m012 $ 3 4
$ & 56 6
7 (45 ( 8 21
COST
9 $ 9 111
9 11

Informational brochures and registration
forms are available at the Welcome Center.
Registration Deadline is February 15, 2006
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) LifeSpan — Frozen Home
Delivered Meals
I"HH"HH" NN
6 i ##0 ## e Have you heard about the exciting new
$% & & ( frozen meal program at Lifespan?
% 2<"1 - )+8(= Frozen Home Delivered
> : 0<11 - )+8(= Meals (HDM) is a county
9 ) * &% fund%d prkt])grclslhm tfhat
: " ) _ provides healthy frozen
) - 1s 1 8l meals to older adults who \i\ s ’,
) + are capable of heating a 3@ ./”
+ , &HH meal in the microwave or
6 ; 0 <11 - )+8(= oven but unable to
> & ' I""H&p p.repeErGeO ;;1 meal tr:cemselvesId MUﬁt be
0 HEHE 1"g sixty years of age or older who are
0 _ . b & housebound and unable to shop. Must
% ' 2<"1 A have sufficient freezer space and
> ; 0<11 - )+8(= working microwave or oven.
9 o . 0 Seven (7) nutritious frozen meals will be
) ’ <1 - 8= 2 delivered directly to your home once a
6 ; 2 <11 - )+8(= 2 week. Meals will consist of an entrée,
1) ! * 2.1 -3 beverage and dessert. To serve, simply
> % "4 follow the directions on the package and
506" ( pop into microwave or oven to heat.
0 _ ., Participants must be home on day of
% 12 - 8= 2 delivery. A pre-determined day will be
> ; 0 0<11 - )+8(= 2 established. Meals can be received on a
) 6# "Yo#7 3%"&'Yo# temporary or permanent basis. A
5 &% -%""( §uggested donation of $10.00 per week
* is requested from the consumer for the
9 &%
frozen meals.
) ; 1<"1 - )+8(= .
6 S <11 - 8= . Mor.(le it)r}forrP?;ioU\,/blrochur((e:s atre ]

v ongog available at the Welcome Center or by
o> _ 8 . & " rraesh calling the church office. LifeSpan
LI 2<"1 -8 delivers in the Mon Valley & South Hills
> ; 2 0<11 - )+8(= . areas of Allegheny County. HDM is only
) o/ 1<" - 8=/ a phone call away and service will last as
) 9"# 9'§ ' long as you need it. Call the main

%t 52" 04 number at 412-646-1300 Extension
153 to be in contact with a qualified
6 "1 <11 - 8=/ staff member.
> "&&"
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Souper Bowl Of Caring Hospitalized during December
Mark your calendar! February 5th, 2006

Gordon Koon

Over 15 years ago, a single prayer led a Betty Rhoades
senior high youth group to a simple, yet Martha Sucha
powerful idea to fight hunger and poverty in Nellie Jones
their community. Betty Vogt
The Souper Bowl of Caring calls churches Eleanor Walsh
o ) . Ray Bowser
and other organizations into making a
difference in the lives of others through this D_on Scarborough
g
. . Diana Post
simple movement of caring. :
Lois Langan
# | ! " 1
< 12 -=
MOTIVATION 188 $%
We must recognize that God is as interested 2 <@ ! ' AB
in motive as He is in deed. ) @? 0 |
People may think they are doing what is right, AB
but the Lord examines the heart. Prov. 21:2 > $$ $
And | (God) will give you a new heart with new 7- (
and right desires, and | will put a new spirit in 5
you. | will take out your stony hearts of sin and - $
give you new, obedient hearts. Ezekiel 36:26 C
$
$
$ $
) + 4 + # $4
-- 10 !
The Prayer Room is a quiet place of intimacy with
God. Itis a holy place where everyone is
encouraged to be engaged in prayer as part of ) 9 $6
their Christian lifestyle. We are excited to have a $
place at PVUMC that is specifically dedicated to ! >
prayer. The Prayer Room is located on the Lower $
Level of the church building and is available for ‘& ; *
prayer whenever the church building is open, -1 $
typically weekdays from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm daily D
and Sunday mornings from 8:00 am to 12 noon. E $ (
We hope that you'll stop by often to replenish and 5 A
renew your strength and spirit. Come and rest for > $ - F
the Lord is near. Jesus says, “Come to me, all * 199 # 3% $ 8

you who are weary and burdened, and | will give 6. : *'2 [ 3
you rest.” Matt 11:28 '
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Worthy Goal For The New Year

At the start of this new year, as we set
goals to improve our lives, let us not forget to
determine to become closer to God. Because
anytime spent with Him and in serving Him is
very rewarding and it improves the quality of
our lives.

Scripture says that we have not
because we ask not and because we ask
amiss. So we need to discover the things that
belong to us and pray according to God'’s
Word as we ask for them. We must learn all
that we are in Christ Jesus, all that we have in
Him and all that we can do with Him. We do
without many of the blessings God longs for us
to have simply because we do not know that
they belong to us.

Along with Paul in Ephesians 1:17-20, |
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of Glory, may give unto us the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him, and that the eyes of our understanding
would be enlightened that we may know and
understand the hope to which He has called
us all, and just how rich we are; to know of our
glorious rich inheritance. 1, too, pray that our
hearts would know the greatness of His power
that God used to raise Jesus from the dead

and set Him in heaven in the power given to
us to over-come the world the way that Jesus
did. Also, that we will fully understand that this
same wonderful, great surpassing power is
ours — because Jesus and Holy Spirit both
reside in you and me.

If you do not have Jesus ruling in you
heart, you are not an heir to God’s promise.
You are still walking in darkness. And if you
are not filled with the Holy Spirit, you do not
have His mighty power working in and through
you. The wisest decision we will ever make is
to repent and surrender our lives to Jesus and
to follow through and receive the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. But we can’t stop there. To
live the abundant life Jesus has provided for
us we must ever continue drawing upon God
for His wisdom, knowledge, power, etc. Our
Father fills and sustains us as we spend time
with Him and in His Word, and as we praise
and thank Him. To do this more is a worthy
goal indeed.

Submitted by
Ethel Jones

Jim and Ruth Sabo are planning to return to Biloxi Mississippietp reconstruct homes gutted following
Hurricane Katrina. Anyone feeling led to accompany them anttip can contact them for more information.
If you are unable to go but wish to support the work trip by purchasing/all to be placed in the homes that
Jim cleaned out in October you may do so by giving a donation matlssissippi Trip and place it the
collection plate during Worship Service.

A meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 2, 2006 at 7:15 pm in the Ilesvship Hall to discuss and
finalize plans for the trip to Biloxi. It is necessary forall those going on the trip to be in attendance. If
you can not attend, place contact Ruth o Jim Sabo at 412-751-6274 ASAP.
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After a great Christmas program and singing
on Christmas Eve the Kid’s choir is taking a
much deserved break. But we don’t want
them to get too comfortable. Their practice will
begin again on Tuesday, January 17 at the
regular time 4:45 pm .

()"

Ministries and groups planning your 2006 ac-
tivities and events, make sure that a BLUE
REQUEST FORM is filled out and given to the
office. Blank Blue Request Forms are avail-
able in the mail slot area. Please fill out and
leave in the Church Secretary’s mail slot.

()"

Prayer requests for the Prayer cir-
cle, please call Ann at the church
office during the day 412-672-
7289 or in the evening or week-
ends by calling 412-673-1917.

—s |

Because of job obligations and changes in
personal scheduling we find ourselves
lacking in van drivers for Sundays and
Wednesday Night Services. If you are
available to drive

Wednesday Evening and/or

Sunday Mornings please

contact Kevin Johnson at
412-678-6140 or the church

office ASAP. Please

consider helping with this ministry.

% $ 1 1] mn %
Weekly Financial Need $ 5,145.00
Weekly Need for R4G $ 947.00
December 4 $ 4,338.17
December 11 $ 4,046.17
December 18 $ 5,228.00
White Gift $ 2,557.00
Christmas Eve $ 2,213.00
December 25 $ 2,926.98
Amount received to date: $ 222,430.20
Amount needed to date: $ 267,540.00
Reach For The Goal $ 72,444.12

Reach monies received as of October 1, 2004

Your financial gifts make our ministry happen. The use
of your money proclaims your values. Your gifts to
God are investments in the witness of the Spirit. Your
gifts reveal your heart and declare the truth of your
spirit.

*+’(

Week of January 1, 2006
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148;
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

Epiphany Day, January 6
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
\UZ

g
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Week of January 8
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

Week of January 15
1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

Week of January 22
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

Week of January 29
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
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BIRTHDAYS

01/13 Lori Walker 01/29 Mark Mendicino
01/01 Hillary Jamison 01/14 Nancy Scheetz 01/30 Louise Benner
01/02 Brian Pope 01/14 Betty Vogt 01/30 Bill Wahrenberger
01/03 Amya Jobe 01/14 Lynne Hays 01/30 Cara Dudek
01/03 Jenna Buhl 01/14 Sheila Klingensmith 01/30 Kennedy Lawson
01/05 Pat Brimacombe 01/14 Kevin Opfar 01/31 Jack Blaha
01/05 Francis Storer 01/15 Charles Morgan 01/31 Susan Wahrenberger

01/05 Tom Pope
01/05 Derrick Hays

01/16
01/18

Norma Saputo
Brett Morgan

ANNIVERSARIES

01/06 Bob Hough 01/19 Tom Dudek

01/07 Jamie Handra 01/19 Nikkey Rice 01/01 Sam & Kay Borzi
01/08 Dan Delmer 01/20 Eileen Jamison 01/07 Mike & Kristy Tkacs
01/08 Dan Lopretto 01/21 Lisa Linn 01/29 Dan & Mary Geschke
01/08 Adam Zimmerman 01/21 Lilly Pastories 01/30 Luke & Dawn Riley

01/09 Ray Castro

01/22

Jen Chiaverini

01/10 Margaret Testa 01/24 Emma Jane Pattison " \.‘7
01/10 Scott Jamison 01/24 Jennifer Jobe
01/11 Bob Serena 01/26 Bill Corhin ¢
01/11 Jessie Opfar 01/28 Jim DiBattista °*,4
01/12 Rick Harris 01/28 Mark Tokar Birthdays &
01/13 Rosemary Blaha 01/29 Robert Murphy Anniversaries
01/13 Garry Reed 01/29 Bob Pope .
Y P This Month!
]
Church Office .......ceeeenni.. 412-672-7289
The Port Vue Vision Pastor Bruce (home) ......... 412-672-8453
Is published monthly by Pastor Jody (home) .......... 412-233-4588
. . FaX oo 412-672-5353
Port Vue United Methodist Church Prayer Circle (days) .......... 412-672-7289
1565 Washington Blvd . 4
McKeesport PA 15133 Praye( Circle (evenings) ...412-673-1917
412.672-7289 Van Pickup ... 412-672-7289
FAX 412-672-5353 Christian Counseling ......... 412-731-8730

Visit our homepage at www.pvchurch.com
Email—pvumc@pvchurch.com

Deadline for copy:
The eighteenth of the month
Articles received after deadline
Maybe included in next issue.

Editor reserves the right to
Edit for content and space.

Editor: Ann Lopretto, Church Secretary
Pastor S. Bruce Mould, Senior Pastor
Pastor Jody Dausey, Assistant Pastor

Church Staff
Senior Pastor S. Bruce Mould
Ass't Pastor Jody Dausey
Music Director Kem Morgan

Organist Dona Squires

Pianist Sherri Waugh

Secretary Ann Lopretto

Custodians Bernie Lopretto Sr.
Bill Meneely

Child Care Jennifer Nicomatti

Amber Lawson

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Friday: 8: am to 12:00 pm




